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Assoc. Prof.

Before commencing the discussion of the topic it is appropriate to
define the meaning of the term far ib cited in the title of this article. In its
broad sense tar ib/tadhish means to terrify, frighten, intimidate, terrorize
was employed by legal and illegal organizations to intimidate the people
of a certain area to force them to migrate and decrease the morale of the
armed forces of the enemy or the rebels. It is also possible, to consider as
some kind of far 7b practice the forms of punishments for crimes against
the structures established by the state, especially those pertaining to the
Middle Ages.

Even in earlier times, witnesses of far ib incidents not only consisted
of those responsible and those exposed to the incident but also the echoes
of tar b have spread by word of mouth reaching the furthest regions and
the remotest corners of the land.

Today these acts of tar b enter our homes through the internet and
television sets thus everyone is witness to these events. Groups that strive
to spread horror all over the world aim to “spread terror into the hearts” of
the opposing masses as well as recruit young people who exhibit

tendencies towards tormenting and torturing people. The images presented

" This article was prepared from a presentation “A View on the Spreading Terror
Movements in the Contemporary Near East from the Perspective of Medieval Times”
given on February 5, 2015 at Duisburg-Essen University, Institute of Tiirkistik,.
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in the media has grabbed the public attention across the globe and these
images are pieced together and steered according to certain human
emotions and political objectives.*

In the text below an explanation will be given concerning how
punishments of a “terrifying” nature carried out, in particular by the state,
became public knowledge. Furthermore, the purpose of these acts and how
they were exposed during the Middle Ages will be described.

The term siyasa/siyasat is currently used to mean ‘politics’ as well as
its previous meaning of ’administration.” However, in the Middle Ages the
concept gained the connotation of ’punishment’ after the 10" century.
There are also occasions where punishment was used as a synonym for the
term politics. In fact, the politics of the sovereign had to be so terrifying
that “the sky, the stars, even death itself should tremble in its
presence.”?From the 10" century onwards there was a general belief that
the authority of the sovereign should be rooted in siydsa and given respect
dominated by fear (hayba/haybat). In order to spread terror into the hearts
of his subjects, the sovereign “should not hesitate to spill blood” when the
occasion arises; otherwise, he would not be able to control his subjects.
“Troublemakers and rebels, could not be disciplined through tolerance and
leniency.” The principle that “people are each other’s enemies” had been

valid in an environment where the subjects did not fear the sovereign;’in

! For examples of contemporary violent acts of various armed groups as well as the
causes and effects of publicizing violence through mass media, see Shane, Scott-Ben
Hubbard, “ISIS Displaying a Deft Command of Varied Media”, New York Times, Aug.
30, 2014; Neer, Thomas- O’Toole, Mary Ellen, “The Violence of the Islamic State of
Syria (ISIS): A Behavioral Perspective”, Violence and Gender, 1/4 (2014), pp. 145-156.
2 Christian Lange, Justice, Punishment and the Medieval Muslim Imagination,
Cambridge: Cambridge UP 2008, p. 42.

3 Lange, Justice, p. 43; Majid Khadduri, War and Peace in the Law of Islam, Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins, 1955, p. 5; Mustafa Uyar, “Ortagag Islam Diinyasinda ‘Isyanin Makus
Talihi Miizesi': Baglar Hazinesi (Hizanetli’'r-Ru’Gs)”, Toplumsal Tarih Dergisi (Tarih
Vakfi Yaymlari), 265, January 2016, p. 90.
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this situation the authority of the sovereign, the state regime and public
security would all come to an end.

The purpose of punishment in Islamic Law is generally to protect the
social morals and structure of society by preventing crime from spreading;
crime prevention in the restricted sense, however, meant discipline and
reform. For this reason, the punishment administered to the criminal
should be to a degree that has the effect of protecting the laws and common
interests of the community; preventing the crime from happening or
recurring; taming the criminal; satisfying the social conscience and
relieving the victim of the need to seek revenge.*

In the Medieval Islamic World people particularly placed great
importance on publicizing and exhibiting the act of punishment as it was
perceived as spreading fear and warning. Punishments open to public
viewing had generally involved the execution or humiliation (fashhir-
shameful exposure) of a criminal. The process of punishment in both cases
has two important corresponding elements; the criminal and the society
that contains potential criminals.

Tashhir which is a punishment that involves parading those who had
committed petty crimes in public in a demeaning fashion. A bell would be
rung to herald the announcement of the punishment was to the public
(tajris); “thousands of people” would gather in order to watch the tashhir.®
The criminal would be made to walk past the sovereign’s palace and
through crowded places such as the city gates, bazaars, Friday masjids and
waterfronts®; during which the crime that had led to the tashhir was

declared. The public was allowed to orally defame; throw dirt, slippers,

4 Ali Bardakoglu, “Ceza”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, vol. 7, p. 472.
5 Lange, Justice, p. 80; Ciineyt Kanat, Ortacag Tiirk Devietlerinde Suc ve Ceza,
Istanbul 2010, pp. 33-34.

® Lange, Justice, p. 66.
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sandals, rotten pieces of meat and even excrement at the offender as they
passed.’

In certain cases, tashhir was also employed on criminals who had been
given the death penalty before the execution; which would then be carried
out in front of the public. There were two important reasons why the public
bore witness to the death sentence and the dead body of the convict or a
piece of it was displayed after the execution. The first reason was to
reinforce and demonstrate the sovereign’s authority of execution in the
eyes of the subjects and the second reasons, however, was to “instill fear
into the hearts of the people or groups who were inclined to rebel.”®
Furthermore, by being included in the act, the public became part of the
punishment and indirectly recognized and approved of the sovereign’s
authority to punish. In addition, responses such as refusing to participate
in the process of humiliation, watching the execution or even objection had
been deemed as a sign of discontent against the monarch and thoughts of
rebellion.® With this distinctive facet, tashhir had also been imperative for
the sovereign.

Displaying the criminals’ body or body parts was not just a practice
pertaining to the Islamic World. In Medieval Europe it was common to
expose decapitated heads or body parts in iron cages at city gates and walls
until they had rotted. In the thirteenth century, “traitors” who had
committed serious offenses against the king and state in England were

0

disemboweled, burned, beheaded or torn into four pieces'® in public.

The book Hanging in Chains by Albert Hartshorne refers types of

" Lange, Justice, pp. 80-81.

8 Lange, Justice, p. 66.

° Lange, Justice, p. 9; Uyar, “Baslar Hazinesi”, p. 91.

10 John Bellamy, The Law of Treason in England in the Later Middle Ages, Cambridge
UP 2004, p. 24.
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executions and forms of gibbeting (tashhir) that was still being practiced
in the nineteenth century Europe.

Returning to the Medieval Islamic states those who rebelled against
the state, the sovereign or the “Caliph of Allah (Khalifat al-Allah)” and
thus God, were called baghi in Islamic Law. The penalty for a baghi was
death “as he or she had created disorder (fitna).”** According to the
Qur’an, the Amir al-Mu 'minin assigned as the ruler of the Muslims had to
fight and destroy those who caused fitna, to keep order on earth (Qur’an,
1I/191, 217).*? This divine command has also found its place in Islamic
Law; becoming the legal basis of the sovereign’s intolerance of rebels.
Aside from capital punishment, the rebels would be crucified as well as
having their hands and feet diagonally amputated.®

As mentioned above, the goal of public punishment had primarily
been to show and assert that the sovereign had sole power. The corpse, a
body part, skin stuffed with hay* or the severed head®® of a rebel or
traitor sentenced to tashhir was evidence that the sovereign had suppressed
the rebels “with the consent and support of God.” Prevailing over the
rebellion and thus obliterating the rebels not only proved the strength of
the monarch but at the same time “justified” his actions. Hence, the people
had to see what happened to rebels, “to feel the fear deep in their hearts
and be warned of the ugly and terrifying fate awaiting rebels.” As a result,
a potential uprising would be avoided and suppressed even before it started.

In the Abbasid Caliphate the most prominent form of fashhir was the

presentation of a piece of the rebels’ body as evidence of their annihilation

11 Khaled Abou El Fadl, Rebellion and violence in Islamic Law, Cambridge: Cambridge
UP 2001, p. 47.

2 Khadduri, War and Peace, p. 13.

13 Abou El Fadl, Rebellion, p. 47.

14 Kanat, Su¢ ve Ceza, p. 50.

15 Kanat, Su¢ ve Ceza, p. 44; Uyar, “Baslar Hazinesi”, p. 91.
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by the person in power. The Abbasid caliphs did not only confine the
assertion of their power to destroying many brutal rebels throughout the
caliphate’s history nor to the fact that the caliphate “had not” and “could
never” end in any way testified in historical chronicles; but also they
desired the evidence of these “truths” to be seen at any given time. It is for
this reason that something similar to an “Unforgiving of Rebellion
Museum” was built in the capital city of Bagdad in the Abbasid palace in
order to immortalize images like the photographs and videos of modern
times. This museum, at the same time, had been “the Il Fortune Museum
for the Uprisings” against the caliphs, caliphate and thus the “God’s
Shadow on Earth” during various different periods. Each piece put on
display on one hand displayed the bitter end of the rebels and on the other
demonstrated the success of the caliphate and thus strived to consolidate
the belief that “the caliphate was to last forever.” The museum in question
was the Khizanat al-Ru ‘iis (Treasury of Heads) which had been a treasury
or storage where heads of rebels had been kept.

The palace of the Abbasid Caliphate (Dar al-Khildfa) consisted of
many rooms and halls in which furniture and articles were on display
there were spectacular windows, gardens, pools; cages holding various
animals and also orchards, parks and other areas which housed different
species of birds.'® In Dar al-Khilafa there were many different storage
areas or treasuries (khizana). There were separate treasuries for books,
weapons, fabric and fittings, saddles, furs, belts, food, wine, cosmetics,
jewelry, musk and similar items. Money was allocated from the state
budget for the maintenance, repair and management of such chambers.

Each room had keepers responsible for cleaning and maintenance.'’ The

16 Mikha'il ‘Awwad, “Khizanat al-Ru’dis fi Dar al-Khilafati al-‘Abbasiyya bi Baghdad-
I”, Risala, no. 489, 1361, p. 1066.
7 <Awwad, “Khizanat al-Ru’iis”, p. 1066.
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most fascinating treasury was the Khizanat al-Ru ‘its the chamber where
human heads were put on display this practice was not known outside the
Abbasid Caliphate Era.

After being executed by some means, the head of the rebel was
severed from the body and sent to the caliph. When it reached the caliph,
the head was shown to the state officials; then as an object of “warning” it
was displayed (tashhir) for several days for notables’ and subjects to view.
Afterwards, these decapitated heads were delivered to the muwakkil who
was in charge of Khizanat al-Ru ‘iis in order for the necessary arrangements
to be undertaken.

Ahead delivered to the treasury and recorded in sources was subjected
to islah; that is, it was cleaned, the brain was drained and any parts that
were inclined to rot or reek was removed. Then it was stuffed (tahnit) with
the leaves and bark of laburnum, camphor and sandalwood trees as well as
spices. After all the cleaning and filling processes, a small plaque which
entailed the inscription of who the head belonged to and the date of the
beheading was hung around it. Some plaques had inscriptions stating:
“This is the head of the person who has betrayed the Imam and tried to
bring down the state” or “This is the head of the person who has defied his
or her master and was not grateful for their generosity.” Then these severed
heads were put into baskets filled with straw or reeds and aligned on
shelves in the treasury which is understood to have been large.

Heads of prominent people could also be found in the treasury
Khizanat al-Ru iis; one of which was the Turkish commander Mines al-
Muzaffar who had great military power and influence during the Abbasid
period. Previously being the amir al-juyiish/army general and then the
amir al-umard/commander-in-chief, Miines was the most famous

commander who had taken control of the whole Abbasid administration.
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Commanders who were appointed the post of amir al-umara followed his
footsteps and had taken the caliphs under their influence in the following
years.!8

As Mines had constant influence on the administration and had
practically acted as the sovereign, he had always been on bad terms with
Caliph Mugtadir Bi al-Allah (908-932). Finally, Miines killed Mugtadir in
a battle on October 31, 932; and Mugqtadir’s brother Qahir Bi al-Allah
became caliph in his place. Miines al-Muzaffar, however, also wanted to
bring Qahir down and wanted Mugqtadir’s son Abi al-‘Abbas Ahmad to
ascend the throne. With the support of the commanders Ibn Muqla, Amir
Hajib Yalbak and his son ‘Ali, they were able to detain Caliph Qahir Bi al-
Allah placing guards at his door they were surveil him and prevent the
servants from being paid. In this way they waited for the appropriate
opportunity and time for Mugqtadir’s son to ascend the throne. Qahir Bi al-
Allah, had recognized the threat and devised a plan for Miines al-Muzaffar,
Yalbak and his son ‘Alf to be caught and beheaded. However, Ibn Mugla
was able to escape and survived.!®

Sources pertaining to the era note that the caliph had personally
attended the executions and, in a manner of speaking, had tormented them
psychologically. The caliph entered the cell where Yalbak’s son was held,
had him beheaded then showed his head to the father. On seeing his son’s
severed head, Yalbak had “cried out and shed many tears.” The caliph then
had him beheaded and presented the heads of both father and son to Miines.
After seeing the heads, Miunes ‘“cursed their murderer, the caliph.”

Immediately after, Miines was “slaughtered as a sheep would be” on the

18 fsmail Yigit, “Mnis el-Muzaffer”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, vol. 31,
p. 148.

19 Mustafa Sabri Kiigiikasc1, “Kahir-Billah”, Tirkive Diyvanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi,
vol. 24, p. 172.
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command of the caliph; Qahir watched the execution and as he had took
retribution for the uprising; he wanted to see with his own eyes and ensure
that the rebels were physically and emotionally punished to his satisfaction.

These three heads was taken outside for public viewing; paraded and
presented in two important places in Bagdad while the officials announced:
“This is a piece of the person who betrayed the Imam and tried overthrow
the regime!” Subsequently, the heads were subjected to islah and, as
tradition dictated, was placed at Khizanat al-Ru ‘iis, with the other trophy
heads.

The soldiers had calmed down after these executions and Qahir
continued with his affairs thus the caliph “further established his place in
people’s hearts.”, acquiring the title of he “who avenged himself against
the enemies of Allah’s religion (al-Muntaqim min A ‘da Din al-Allah).”
This expression was also imprinted on sikkas (coins).?°

The head of another well-known person found in this treasury
belonged to the Abbasid army commander Abi al-Haris Arslan al-Turki
al-Basasiri (d. 451/1060). Falling out with Caliph Qa’im Bi amr al-Allah,
Arslan BasasirT acts on behalf of Fatimi Caliph Mustansir Bi al-Allah; who
wanted to seize Bagdad and bring down the Abbasid Caliphate. Seeing the
grave threat, the Abbasid Caliph had asked for help from the powerful
sovereign of that period, the Seljuk Sultan Tughrul. The Seljuk cavalries
under Humar Tigin Tughrai’s command engaged in a brutal battle at Sakya
al-Furat near Kufa (11 Zilhicce 451/January 18, 1060) in which Basasir1

was killed.? .2 According to a chronicle pertaining to the period,

20 <Awwad, “Khizanat al-Ru’@is”, p. 1067-1068; Uyar, “Baslar Hazinesi”, p. 91-92.

2L Erdogan Mergil, “Besasiri”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, vol. 5, pp. 528-
529.

22 Mikha'il ‘Awwad, “Khizanat al-Ru’dis fi Dar al-Khilafati al-‘Abbasiyya bi Baghdad-
I, Risala, no. 491, 1361, p. 1106.
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Basasiri was felled from his horse by an arrow and the Seljukid amir
Gilimiish Tigin was able to capture him. Basasiri’s head was removed by
the same emir and taken to Sultan Tughrul who ordered the brain to be
removed. The head was sent to Dar al-Khildfa. Basasiri’s s head arrived at
the palace on a Saturday, during the month of Z1 al-Hijja (January 22,
1060). The head was washed and cleaned, put on a spike and paraded. The
sound of trumpets and drums accompanied the parade; people also
gathered around the head and played tambourines and sang songs. The
head was then taken to the treasury of head in Dar al-Khilafa.

One other prominent person who had his head displayed in the
treasury was Amin, an Abbasid caliph (809-813). He was killed on 24-25
Muharram 198/September 24-25, 813 by his brother Me 'mun who had
revolted against him during his caliphate.?*

Aside from heads, this treasury is also known to hold the severed right
hand of the Vizier Abi ‘Alt who was known for his beautiful writing. After
his hand was cut off, the vizier expressed the embarrassment he felt and
the injustice he was subjected to as: “With that hand I have served three
caliphs, three different rulers; [ have written the Koran twice; unfortunately,
however, it has been amputated like that of a petty thief.”?

In brief, as today, throughout history people strived to expose acts of
tar ib to the population and to ensure that the effects of this exposure last
a long time. Today, photographs and videos are used to achieve this
objective, during the Medieval period practices of tajris, tashhir and tahnit

were employed.

23 Ali Sevim, “Ibnii'l-Cevzi'nin el-Muntazam Adl Eserindeki Selguklularla lgili Bilgiler
(H. 430-485 = 1038-1092)”, Belgeler, vol. XXVI/30, 2005, pp. 28-29; ‘Awwad,
“Khizanat al-Ru’tis”, pp. 1106-1107.

24 Hakki Dursun Yildiz, “Emin”,  Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, vol. 11, p.
113.

% Awwad, “Khizanat al-Ru’iis”, p. 1066; Uyar, “Baslar Hazinesi”, p. 92-93.
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AR ~ (R TE IR TS A B B RAE LA RIS 2 | - REERERSTE
DUAE A > BebfE i Al > PRI E 058 Sl ER T 4 A 2RS35 ( Glenn
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= EFIEE AR
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10 H 4 HETE 2 REI G 222 » A /N EEUE I 7% I 5=
G - R TEERES 38 (@ - tHEE AL AR & L F A 28
{EREAr AV SE B S AT HE (Kyrgyzstan Party )~ Onuguu-#E258



48,/ The Journal of Middle East and Central Asian Studies

(Onuguu - Progress ) » DA EH45EE (Bir Bol, Stay United ) HIJ57HIERS
18 ~ 13 K 12 {@fssfir » mtHE+ & TREES 11 {E@FAL (Zhogorku
Kenesh Kyrgyzskoy Respubliki 2015) -

Pel$H R HR R AT RS 2 8 R T E R 5h — K& (H R &
B2 B P EE R A D BUEHKER - Bt iGE A S R IEE T
HI~Efr o 6 FE(FHAY - M 7 fr oy AR RS IEZA T IAVEE - ptoh o
TEFHEER RS H CE R R Z I NG T IR, 2 2E
ZHE - FHEH R EIE T A > M FreaE A T g K RE B REIR
EILTT > AT A ¥ 22 1 B U7 o W (1 A B 5 Y 28 Rl R R

( Sooronbay Zheenbekov ) Fs4BAEEEE A » FRFZHH S ILTT - (EHER
G E T > HAE 40 sRVBUaR 25 RS (Sapar Isakov ) ###
E4EH - AARIRER 2 & EANME it R E P HE 725 - JRagBHfAE
CEHR SR B 2R R 7 TEAE -
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Abstract

This research focuses on Ili under Qing reign during 1760-1864.
Through the study of ethnography, cartography, and travel journal of the
region published during the period, the history of Muslims and “state
religion” of the Qing Empire was to be reconstructed. The article aims at
clarifying the relationship between Muslims in Ili and the Qing Empire
from the illustration of Qing conquest of Ili in 1760 till her loss of the
region in 1864. Although the Empire, during the century she governed Ili,
had continuous conflicts with her Muslim subjects, and her rule ended in
bloodshed after a hundred years, they had maintained peaceful relationship
in general. This should obviously be related to the relatively successful
religious policy of the Qing court, which was also one of the long-term
reasons which led to the split between the Empire and her subjects later.
The ability of Qing Empire to implement policy in lli, the frontier of the
Qing Empire, was far weaker than her ability in the China proper and
Mongolia. As a result, Muslim in Ili had more chances to contact with
Manchurians, Mongols and Han immigrations. Politically, Manchurian,
Mongolian (Tibet), and Chinese religions were supported by the state
while, Islam was the only religion in the region who was not receiving any
aids from the court. Nevertheless, Muslims were living and supporting in
the important defensive military base in Qing Empire, they were, at least,
not enemies of her.
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